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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 
 
 
 
The College Prep Accounting Honors Course will provide students with a broader and more in-depth study of accounting principles.  It is designed 
for students to apply newly-learned concepts to new and unfamiliar situations.  The course presents simple concepts first, and then builds to more 
advanced  content  using  a  problem-solving/analysis  approach.    Challenging  problems  test  the  abilities  of  the  students  to  apply  concepts  to 
transactions, events, or even economic conditions.  The course also incorporates the use of technology, such as spreadsheets and Internet research, to 
accomplish the goal of solving real-world problems. 

 
Separately we assess students to gauge progress and inform instruction. Benchmark assessments for students in grades 9 through 12 are administered in 
the form of a midterm and final exam for full year courses. *Special Note: Only final exams are administered at the end of quarter courses and semester 
courses.  
 
The study of accounting at the high school level will provide students in grades 10, 11, and 12 with important background information needed for 
continued studies in the area of accounting or other business-related fields.  It is a non-sequential college-preparatory course that provides a solid 
foundation for the study of accounting principles in alignment with the New Jersey Student Learning Standards.  

 
The study of accounting will provide students with the knowledge to prepare and analyze the financial documents that become the basis for decision- 
making in business, industry, and government.  Students become adept at using Excel spreadsheets to record and analyze their data.  Students will 
acquire valuable skills, which can be used for further study at the college level, in employment in a large or small business, and for personal use. 
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THE LIVING CURRICULUM 
 
 
Curriculum guides are designed to be working documents.  Teachers are encouraged to make notes in the margins.  Written comments can serve as the 
basis for future revisions. In addition, the teachers and administrators are invited to discuss elements of the guides as implemented in the classroom and to 
work collaboratively to develop recommendations for curriculum reforms as needed. 

 
 
 
 

AFFIRMATIVE ACTION STATEMENT 
 
 
During the development of this course of study, particular attention was paid to the material selected in order to avoid discrimination on the basis of 
sex, race, religion, national origin, or creed.  Every effort will be made to uphold the letter and spirit of affirmative action mandates as applied to 
content, textbooks, and the instruction of this course. 

 
 

 MODIFICATIONS AND ADAPTATIONS 

For guidelines on how to modify and adapt curricula to best meet the needs of all students, instructional staff should refer to the Curriculum Modifications 
and Adaptations included as an Appendix in this curriculum.  Instructional staff of students with Individualized Education Plans (IEPs) must adhere to the 
recommended modifications outlined in each individual plan.  
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GOALS 
 
 

1.   To learn to analyze transactions as to their debit and credit parts in order to journalize and post them to the general ledger. 
2.   To learn to prepare financial statements from completed ledger accounts. 
3.   To learn to prepare cash for deposit, write a check, and prepare a bank reconciliation statement. 
4.   To learn to calculate and record gross pay, deductions, net pay, and the employer’s share of payroll taxes. 
5.   To learn to analyze data in order to make well-informed decisions in the business world. 
6.   To learn to apply the use of technology, such as spreadsheets and Internet research, in solving real-world financial problems. 
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UNITS AND ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
 
 
Unit I: General Accounting for a Service Business 

• Essential Question(s):  Why is accounting considered “the language of business”? What is the purpose of preparing financial statements? 
• Enduring Understanding: Definition and purpose of accounting 

 
Unit II: Identifying, Journalizing and Posting Financial Transactions 

• Essential Question(s): How do daily business transactions affect the accounting equation and the financial statements? Why is it important 
for a business to maintain accurate and comprehensive records (or a “paper trail”) of all financial transactions? 

• Enduring Understanding: Day-to-day accounting functions for a business 
 
Unit III: Accounting for Cash and Payroll 

• Essential Question(s):  Why is cash considered the most important business asset and, as such, why is important to place internal controls 
on cash?  What are the components of the payroll expense of a business? 

• Enduring Understanding: Cash and payroll record-keeping protocol 
 
Unit IV: End of Period Accounting 

• Essential Question(s): What is the purpose of the financial statements that must be prepared for all businesses? What information can be 
obtained from a company’s annual report? 

• Enduring Understanding: Communicate financial data to internal and external end-users. 
 
Unit V: Real-world Applications of Accounting 

• Essential Question(s):  How does knowledge of accounting advance an individual’s career? Why is it important for the preparers of financial 
information to act ethically? What parties are affected by unethical business practices? 

• Enduring Understanding: Apply professional standards of accounting and accounting knowledge to the work environment. 
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PARSIPPANY-TROY HILLS TOWNSHIP SCHOOLS 
COURSE PROFICIENCIES 

 
Course: BUS620 Title: COLLEGE PRE ACCOUNTING HONORS 

 
In accordance with district policy as mandated by the New Jersey Administrative Code and the New Jersey Student Learning Standards, the 
following are proficiencies required for the successful completion of the above named course. 

 
Based upon classroom discussion, case studies, group and individual projects, reports, homework assignments and the reading of selected 
material, students will be able to: 

 
1. construct the accounting equation (Assets = Liabilities + Owner’s Equity). 
2. show the effects of transactions on accounting equations using debits and credits. 
3. prepare and describe the purposes of a simple income statement, statement of owner’s equity, and balance sheet. 
4. describe the flow of data from source documents through the trial balance. 
5. describe the chart of accounts as a means of classifying financial information. 
6. journalize transactions. 
7. post to the general ledger. 
8. explain how to find and correct errors. 
9. prepare a ten-column worksheet. 
10. describe how to open and use a checking account. 
11. learn to prepare a bank reconciliation and related journal entries. 
12. learn to establish and use a petty cash fund. 
13. calculate employee earnings and deductions. 
14. describe and prepare payroll records. 
15. prepare financial statements with the aid of an accounting worksheet. 
16. journalize and post closing entries. 
17. process each step in an entire accounting cycle. 
18. learn to effectively use a company’s annual report to obtain important, needed information. 
19. identify potential career opportunities in accounting. 
20. define the concept of business ethics. 
21. apply accounting concepts to real-world scenarios. 
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GRADING PROCEDURES 

Preparation for Class: 10% 

Written Assignments: 33% 
• analysis of case studies 
• analysis to current event articles 
• analysis of a company’s annual financial report 

 
 
 

Written Evaluations: 45% 
• quizzes and exams 
• open-ended responses 
• problem solving 

 
 
 
 

Final Grade 

Full Year Course 
• Each marking period shall count as 20% of the 

final grade 

Quarterly Exams  
• Quarterly exams shall count as 4% in marking periods 1 and 3 
• Quarterly exams shall count as 6% in marking periods 2 and 4 
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I. GENERAL ACOUNTING FOR A SERVICE BUSINESS 
 

Essential Question(s): a) Why is accounting considered “the language of business”? What is the purpose of preparing financial statements? 

Enduring Understanding(s): a) Definition and purpose of accounting 
 

 
PROFICIENCIES/OBJECTIVES 

 
STANDARDS 

 
SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

Students will be able to:  Student will:   
1.   construct the accounting 

equation (Assets = Liabilities + 
Owner’s Equity). 

9.4.12.F(1).2 • determine the relationship 
between the three basic 
accounting elements: 
assets, liabilities and 
owner’s equity; then use 
the equation to compute 
missing elements in each 
category. 

Text exercises assessed for 
completeness and accuracy 

 

2.   show the effects of trans- 
actions on accounting 
equations using debits and 
credits. 

9.4.12.F(1).2.1 • use information obtained 
during the first month of a 
start-up business to show 
the effects of each 
transaction on the account- 
ing equation. 

Project assessed using 
teacher-made rubric 

 

3.   prepare and describe the 
purposes of a simple income 
statement, statement of 
owner’s equity, and balance 
sheet. 

8.1.12.A.4 
9.4.12.F(1).2 
9.4.12.F(1).3 

• report net income or loss, 
show changes in the 
owner’s capital account, 
and verify the balance of 
the accounting equation by 
using a chart format with 
the following headings: 
Account, Classification, 
and Financial Statement. 

Text exercises assessed for 
completeness and accuracy 

 
Technology and project 
analysis assessed using 
teacher-made rubric 

Financial information for 
a start-up business 
provided by teacher. 

 
Use MS Excel to input 
information and verify 
balances. 
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II. IDENTIFYING JOURNALIZING AND POSTING FINANCIAL TIMES 
 

Essential Question(s): a) How do daily business transactions affect the accounting equation and the financial statements? Why is it important 
for a business to maintain accurate and comprehensive records (or a “paper trail”) of all financial transactions? 

Enduring Understanding(s): a)  Day-to-day accounting functions for a business 
 

 
PROFICIENCIES/OBJECTIVES 

 
STANDARDS 

 
SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

Students will be able to:  Student will:   
4.   describe the flow of data from 

source documents through the 
trial balance. 

9.4.12.F(1).2 
9.4.12.F(1).3 

• analyze what happens to 
financial data by using 
information obtained from 
source documents and a firm’s 
chart of accounts. 

Analysis assessed using 
teacher-made rubric 

 
Documentation assessed for 
completeness and accuracy 

Invoice, receipt, 
deposit slip, purchase 
order 

5.   describe the chart of accounts as 
a means of classifying financial 
information. 

8.1.12.A.4 
9.4.12F(1).2 

• prepare a chart of accounts for 
a campus delivery service 
separating the accounts 
according to the accounting 
equation and providing space 
for additional accounts to be 
added as needed. 

Teacher-generated and/or text 
activities assessed for accur- 
acy and interpretation of data 
using teacher-made rubric 

 

6.   journalize transactions. 8.1.12.A.4 
9.4.12.F(1).2 

• prepare general journal entries 
for several business 
transactions during a specific 
time period, then determine 
how to list accounts to be 
debited and the account to be 
credited in the general journal. 

Technology analysis assessed 
using teacher-made rubric 

 
Transactions assessed for 
completeness and accuracy 

 

7. post to the general ledger. 8.l.12.A.4 
9.4.12.F(1).2 

• move data from the journal to a 
ledger entering dates, amounts 

Technology portion assessed 
using prepared rubric 
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PROFICIENCIES/OBJECTIVES 

 
STANDARDS 

 
SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

Students will be able to:  Student will:   
  of debts or credit, new 

balances, journal pages and 
ledger account numbers, all in 
the proper columns.  Students 
will then prove that the total 
debits equal the total credits. 

Ledgers assessed for accuracy 
and completeness 

 

8. explain how to find and correct 
errors. 

9.4.12.F(1).2 •  use the example of the 
purchase of office equipment 
where information has been 
posted to the wrong account to 
find and correct errors using 
both the ruling and the 
correcting entry method. 

Analysis assessed using rubric 
criteria established by students 
and/or teacher 

 

9. prepare a ten-column work- 
sheet. 

8.1.12.A.4 
9.4.12.F(1).2 
9.4.12.F(1).3 

• apply the five critical steps by 
preparing a trial balance, 
making adjustments, preparing 
an adjusted trial balance, 
extending the adjusted 
balances to the income 
statement and balance sheet 
columns, then totaling the 
Income Statement and Balance 
Sheet columns to compute the 
net income or net loss. 

Technology and analysis por- 
tions assessed using rubric 

 
Worksheet assessed for com- 
pleteness and accuracy 

Use MS Excel to 
prepare worksheet 
(utilize sum formulas 
to automatically 
calculate totals). 
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III. ACCOUNTING FOR CASH AND PAYROLL 
 

Essential Question(s): a)      Why is cash considered the most important business asset and, as such, why is important to place internal controls  
         on cash? What are the components of the payroll expense of a business? 

Enduring Understanding(s): a) Cash and payroll record-keeping protocols 
 

 
PROFICIENCIES/OBJECTIVES 

 
STANDARDS 

 
SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

Students will be able to:  Student will:   
10. describe how to open and use a 

checking account. 
9.4.12.F(1).2 •  identify checking account 

terms, prepare deposit 
tickets, prepare checks and 
stubs, each based on 
problem information 
supplied by teacher and/or 
text. 

Exercises assessed for accuracy 
and ability to determine and 
follow appropriate procedures 
using teacher-made rubric 

http://www.bankofamerica 
.com 

 
http://www.us.hsbc.com/1/ 
2/3/business/online/busine 
ss-internet-banking 

11. learn to prepare a bank 
reconciliation and related journal 
entries. 

8.1.12.A.4 
9.4.12.F(1).2 
9.4.12.F(1).3 

• using banking transactions, 
put the entries in order to 
solve problems. 

 
• outstanding checks 
• deposits in transit 
• bank service 

charges 
• bank collections for 

the depositor 
•  not-sufficient- 

funds checks and/or 
• errors by the bank 

or depositor. 
 
• be able to determine from 

the above processes that 
only two kinds of items on 
a bank reconciliation 
require journal entries. 

Technology component and 
analysis assessed using rubric 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reconciliation and related 
journal entries assessed for 
completeness and accuracy 

http://www.bankofamerica 
.com 

 
http://www.us.hsbc.com/1/ 
2/3/business/online/busine 
ss-internet-banking 

http://www.bankofamerica.com/
http://www.bankofamerica.com/
http://www.us.hsbc.com/1/2/3/business/online/business-internet-banking
http://www.us.hsbc.com/1/2/3/business/online/business-internet-banking
http://www.us.hsbc.com/1/2/3/business/online/business-internet-banking
http://www.us.hsbc.com/1/2/3/business/online/business-internet-banking
http://www.bankofamerica.com/
http://www.bankofamerica.com/
http://www.us.hsbc.com/1/2/3/business/online/business-internet-banking
http://www.us.hsbc.com/1/2/3/business/online/business-internet-banking
http://www.us.hsbc.com/1/2/3/business/online/business-internet-banking
http://www.us.hsbc.com/1/2/3/business/online/business-internet-banking
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PROFICIENCIES/OBJECTIVES 

 
STANDARDS 

 
SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

Students will be able to:  Student will:   
12. learn to establish and use a petty 

cash fund. 
9.4.12.F(1).2 •  prepare a journal entry to 

establish the petty cash fund 
and record the voucher in 
the petty cash record, total 
and rule the petty cash 
record, and prepare the 
journal entry to replenish 
the petty cash fund, making 
the appropriate entry to the 
petty cash record. 

Student’s ability to prepare and 
administer petty cash records 
assessed in several stages for 
accuracy and completeness 

http://wwwbankofamerica. 
com 

 
http://www.us.hsbc.com/1/ 
2/3/business/online/busine 
ss-internet-banking 

13. calculate employee earnings and 
deductions. 

9.4.12.F(1).1 
9.4.12.F(1).2 

•  compute weekly gross pay, 
overtime rate of pay, 
federal income tax, social 
security and Medicare 
taxes, voluntary deductions 
and net pay, given all 
pertinent figures, tax tables 
and tax rates. 

Technology and analysis 
assessed using teacher-made 
rubric 

 
Forms assessed for complete- 
ness and accuracy 

http://www.salary.com 
 

www.irs.gov 
 

Can use MS Excel to 
create payroll register and 
calculate totals. 

14. describe and prepare 
payroll records. 

8.1.12.A.4 
9.4.12.F(1).1 
9.4.12.F(1).2 

• document payroll 
information in the 
appropriate journals. 

 
• complete an employee 

earnings record for a given 
individual for a designated 
period of time. 

Technology usage and analysis 
assessed using teacher-made 
rubric 

 
Payroll records assessed for 
accuracy and completeness 

http://www.salary.com 
 

www.irs.gov 
 

Can use MS Excel to 
create payroll record and 
calculate earnings. 

http://wwwbankofamerica.com/
http://wwwbankofamerica.com/
http://www.us.hsbc.com/1/2/3/business/online/business-internet-banking
http://www.us.hsbc.com/1/2/3/business/online/business-internet-banking
http://www.us.hsbc.com/1/2/3/business/online/business-internet-banking
http://www.us.hsbc.com/1/2/3/business/online/business-internet-banking
http://www.salary.com/
http://www.irs.gov/
http://www.salary.com/
http://www.irs.gov/
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IV. END OF PERIOD ACCOUNTING 
 

Essential Question(s): a) What is the purpose of the financial statements that must be prepared for all businesses? What information can be 
obtained from a company’s annual report? 

Enduring Understanding(s): a) Communicate financial data to internal and external end-users 
 

 
PROFICIENCIES/OBJECTIVES 

 
STANDARDS 

 
SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

Students will be able to:  Student will:   
15. prepare financial statements 

with the aid of an accounting 
worksheet. 

8.1.12.A.4 
9.4.12.F(1).2 
9.4.12.F(1).3 

• use a partial worksheet to 
prepare an income 
statement and a balance 
sheet. 

Financial statements 
assessed for accuracy and 
completeness 

 
Technology analysis and 
us-age assessed with 
rubric 

http://pepsico.com 
http://www.aboutmcdonalds.com 

 
Use MS Excel to create financial 
statements. 

16. journalize and post closing 
entries. 

8.1.12.A.4 
9.4.12.F(1).2 
9.4.12.F(1).3 

• set up T-accounts on the 
previously used worksheet 
and the chart of accounts 
provided. 

 
• enter the existing balance 

for each account, perform 
closing entries in general 
journal form, and post the 
entries to the T-account. 

Technology analysis and 
us-age assessed with 
rubric 

 

 
 
Closing entries assessed 
for accuracy and 
completeness 

 

17. process each step in an entire 
accounting cycle. 

8.1.12.A.4 
9.4.12.F(1).2 

• complete a simulation Technology and analysis 
assessed using teacher- 

 

http://pepsico.com/
http://www.aboutmcdonalds.com/
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PROFICIENCIES/OBJECTIVES 

 
STANDARDS 

 
SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

Students will be able to:  Student will:   
 9.4.12.F(1).3 

RST.11-12.5 
activity.  The following 
steps will be included: 
1.   analyze source 

documents 
2.   journalize 

transactions 
3.   post to ledger 

accounts 
4.   prepare a trial 

balance 
5.   prepare needed 

adjustments on the 
worksheet 

6.   complete an end-of- 
period worksheet 

7.   prepare an income 
statement and 
balance sheet 

8.   journalize and post 
closing entries 

9.   prepare a post- 
closing trial balance 

made rubric 
 
Accounting cycle 
activities assessed for 
accuracy and 
appropriateness using 
rubric prepared by teacher 

 

18. learn to effectively use a 
company’s annual report to 
obtain important, needed 
information. 

8.1.12.A.2 
8.1.12.E.1 
9.4.12.F(1).2 
9.4.12.F(1).3 

• research and analyze 
information contained in a 
company’s annual report, 
and compile specific 
pieces of information so 
that it can be strategically 
and appropriately used 
during a simulated 
interview process. 

 
• calculate financial ratios. 

Technology usage, 
research quality, analysis, 
as well as presentation, 
assessed using 
teacher/student made 
rubric 

http://www.sec.gov/edgar.shtml 
 

http://pepsico.com 

https://www.aboutmcdonalds.com 

http://www.sec.gov/edgar.shtml
http://pepsico.com/
http://pepsico.com/
https://www.aboutmcdonalds.com/
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V. REAL WORLD APPLICATIONS OF ACCOUNTING 
• Essential Question(s): a)  How does knowledge of accounting advance an individual’s career? Why is it important for the preparers 

of financial information to act ethically?  What parties are affected by unethical business practices? 
• Enduring Understanding: a)  Apply professional standards of accounting and accounting knowledge to the workplace environment 

 
 

PROFICIENCIES/OBJECTIVES 
 

STANDARDS 
 

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 
ASSESSMENT 

TEACHER 
NOTES 

Students will be able to:  Student will:   
19. identify potential career 

opportunities in accounting. 
8.1.12.A.2 
8.1.12.E.1 
9.4.12.F(1).4 
RST.11-12.4 

• research several websites 
to obtain up-to-date 
information about job 
opportunities in 
accounting and related 
fields. 

 
• write a report discussing 

jobs most in demand, 
educational re- 
quirements, salary 
potentials, and primary 
geographic locations for 
employment. 

Project assessed using 
teacher-made rubric 

 
 
 
 
Report assessed for 
thoroughness of 
investigation and com- 
prehensiveness 

Guest speaker from NJ Society of 
CPA’s (NJSCPA). 

 
http://www.bls.gov/oco 

20. define the concept of business 
ethics. 

8.1.12.C.1 
8.1.12.E.2 
8.1.12.F.1 
9.4.12.F(1).1 
RST.11-12.4 
RH.11-12.2 
WHST.11-12.1 

• listen and take notes on 
teacher lecture on concept 
of business ethics. 

 
• participate in a think-pair- 

share activity about a 
business ethics case 
study. 

Notes, class discussion 
 
Response to case study 

Case Study: Enron 
 

Use forums on MOODLE to pose 
questions & have students react. 

http://www.bls.gov/oco
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PROFICIENCIES/OBJECTIVES 

 
STANDARDS 

 
SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

Students will be able to:  Student will:   
21. apply accounting concepts to 

real-world scenarios. 
8.1.12.C.1 
8.1.12.F.1 
9.4.12.F(1).3 
RST.11-12.4 
RH.11-12.2 
WHST.11-12.1 

• work in groups to analyze 
real-world scenarios using 
concepts of ethics, profit, 
revenue, etc. 

Written responses to Do 
Now questions 

 
Group discussion based on 
in-class real-world 
examples 

Shark Tank (ABC Network) 
 

Undercover Boss (CBS Network) 
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Textbook and Related Materials: 
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• Study Guide and Working Papers for Chapters 1-15 
• Solutions Transparencies for Chapters 1-15 
• Instructor’s Resource Guide for Chapters 1-15 

 
Business Periodicals Available through EBSCO Periodical Databases: 

 

Business Source Elite: 
Accountancy 
Accounting, Business & Financial History 
Accounting Education 
Accounting Forum 
Accounting Today 
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Journal of Accountancy 
Journal of Accounting & Public Policy 
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Professional Development Collection:  
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Software: 
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Excel. Microsoft, 2007. 
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Video: 
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Websites: 
http://www.aboutmcdonalds.com McDonald’s Official Global Corporate Website 

http://wwwbankofamerica.com Bank of America 

http://www.bls.gov/oco Bureau of Labor Statistics government site for 
 

http://www.fffe.org Foundation for Free Enterprise 

http://www.irs.gov Internal Revenue Service 

http://www.njfbla.org New Jersey Future Business Leaders of America 

http://www.njscpa.org New Jersey Society of Certified Public Accountants 

http://pepsico.com Pepsico Corporate Site 

http://www.salary.com a division of Kenexa Human Capital Management, job and career information, salary calculator, etc. 

http://www.sec.gov/edgar.shtml Securities Exchange Commission database of national and international companies 

http://www.us.hsbc.com/1/2/3/business/online/business-internet-banking Business banking 

http://wwwbankofamerica.com/
http://www.bls.gov/oco
http://www.fffe.org/
http://www.irs.gov/
http://www.njfbla.org/
http://www.njscpa.org/
http://pepsico.com/
http://www.salary.com/
http://www.sec.gov/edgar.shtml
http://www.us.hsbc.com/1/2/3/business/online/business-internet-banking
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SAMPLE AUTHENTIC ASSESSMENT ACTIVITY 

 
 
 
You have applied for a position as an accountant with a company listed on one of the major stock exchanges.  You now have an appointment for an 
interview with the Director of Accounting.  You have learned that it is important to the CEO and the management team that their employees and 
potential employees have an in-depth knowledge of the financial and operational aspects of the corporation.  Since skillful research strategies will 
strengthen your ability to field the numerous questions you will be asked during the interview process, it will be necessary for you to prepare written 
notes in which the following areas are accurately addressed during the interview process.  This will greatly increase your chances to obtain the desired 
position you are seeking. 

 
 

• Describe the products/services provided by the corporation. 
• Record the corporate mission statement. 
• Name the chairman or chief executive officer. 
• Identify the independent auditor who reviews and signs off on financial information. 
• Locate the corporation’s headquarters. 
• Graph and assess the corporation’s net income for the past four quarters. 
• Identify on which stock exchange the corporation is listed, along with the market symbol. 
• Discuss and evaluate the corporation’s short- and long-term solvency, utilizing appropriate financial ratios. 
• Discuss corporation goals that were met during the annual report year and/or identify corporation’s goals for the future. 
• Present your recommendations for investment in this corporation.  Defend and support your decision with facts from the annual report 

and/or outside sources. 
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AUTHENTIC ASSESSMENT RUBRIC 
 

CATEGORY EXEMPLARY ACCOMPLISHED DEVELOPING BEGINNING 
 

 
 

QUALITY OF 
INFORMATION 

Information clearly relates 
to the possible interview 
questions.  It includes 
strong supporting details 
and/or examples. 

Information clearly relates 
to the possible interview 
questions.  It provides 
supporting details and/or 
examples. 

Information relates to the 
possible interview ques- 
tions.  No details and/or 
examples are given. 

Information has little to do 
with the possible interview 
questions. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ORGANIZATION 

Information is very well 
organized.  Topic know- 
ledge is complete and in- 
depth.  Correct verbal re- 
sponses are immediately 
forthcoming. 

Information is organized, 
however, student has some 
difficulty locating material. 
Topic knowledge is com- 
plete, but superficial.  Stu- 
dent must refer to notes 
before verbally responding. 

Information is loosely or- 
ganized.  Student has a 
great deal difficulty locat- 
ing material.  Topic know- 
ledge is incomplete in one 
or more areas.  Even after 
referring to notes, responses 
are sometimes incorrect. 

Information is not organ- 
ized at all.  Student is un- 
able to locate many topic 
items.  Topic knowledge is 
very weak in most areas. 
Verbal responses are not 
factually correct. 

 

 
 

CONTENT & 
ACCURACY 

Informational data is com- 
plete. All content is 
accurate and there are no 
factual errors. 

Informational data is 
complete.  Most of the 
content is accurate, but 
there is one factual error. 

Informational data is 
incomplete. Content is 
generally accurate, but 
there are two or more 
factual errors. 

Informational data is 
incomplete or missing. 
Content is typically confus- 
ing or contains several 
factual errors. 

 

 
 

RESEARCH QUALITY 

Sources include all product 
information, the company’s 
annual report, along with 
other websites. 

Sources include most 
correct information, the 
company’s annual report, 
but no outside websites. 

Sources include only some 
information, the company’s 
annual report.  No web- 
sites are listed. 

Sources do not include the 
company’s annual report or 
outside websites. 

 
 
 
 

PRESENTATION 

Information is communi- 
cated with confidence, clar- 
ity and enthusiasm.  Appro- 
priate language is used. 
Notecards are either hardly 
or never used. 

Information is communi- 
cated clearly.  Student 
occa-sionally stumbled 
when re-sponding. 
Notecards heav-ily relied 
on. 

Student has difficulty com- 
municating ideas due to 
lack of preparation.  Note- 
cards heavily relied on, but 
to little avail. 

Student is unable to coher- 
ently communicate inform- 
ation.  Notecards provided 
little or no assistance. 
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NEW JERSEY STUDENT LEARNING STANDARDS 

 

3 - English Language Arts 

4 - Mathematics 

5 - Science 

6 - Social Studies 

8 - Technology 

9 - 21st Century Life and Careers 
 

 

 

 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2016/ela/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2016/math/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2016/science/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/ss/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/aps/cccs/tech/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/aps/cccs/career/
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APPENDIX D CURRICULUM MODIFICATIONS & ADAPTATIONS 
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